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Born in September  1939, Claudette 
Colvin was acutely aware of 

Montgomer y?s r acial segregation 
ear ly on as a chi ld. On March 2, 

1955, when asked to to give up her  
seat to a white woman as an 

Afr ican-Amer ican, 15 year -old 
Colvin r efused to fol low  the order , 

declar ing her  consti tutional r ights to the 
off icer s ar r esting her.  This incident occur red 
nine months before the Rosa Parks incident, 
which led to the Montgomer y bus boycott. 
Dur ing this time, Colvin, along w ith 3 other  

women mistr eated on buses, launched a 
lawsuit against the consti tutionali ty of 

Montgomer y?s segregation laws, and both local 
cour ts and the US Supreme Cour t r uled in their  
favor  (Browder v. Gaylen). In later  years, Colvin 

was ultimately praised for  her  activism and 
her  stor y became the subject of award-w inning 
books. Today, March 2 is know n as ?Claudette 
Colvin Day? in Montgomer y. For  more about 

Colvin, visi t here or  here

John Lew is was an Amer ican civi l  r ights activist, 
pol i tician, and member  of the United States 

House of Representatives for  Georgia from 1987 
to 2020. He was f i r st elected to the House of 

Representatives under  the Democratic Par ty in 
1986, and dur ing his time spent as a 

r epresentative, he ser ved as the dean of the 
Congressional delegation of Georgia. Lew is is 
w idely know n for  f ighting for  civi l  r ights for  
Afr ican Amer icans and other  marginalized 

groups. For  example, he led 
one of the three marches 

that became know n as 
?Bloody Sunday? in 1965, 
organized si t-ins through 

the Nashvi l le Student 
Movement, and was one of 

the or iginal Freedom 
Riders. For  more 

information on John Lew is 
and his accomplishments, 

visi t here.

Clarence Jones is a law yer , businessman, and 
was a close fr iend of Mar tin Luther  King Jr. 

He coordinated the legal defense for  the 
leaders of the Southern Chr istian Leadership 
Conference in the case Sull ivan v. The New  
York Times, and helped w ith the settlement 

desegregating Birmingham. In addition, he is 
also know n for  helping w r i te Dr. King?s 

famous ?I Have a Dream? Speech. Visi t  here  
for  more information.

Whitney M. Young, Jr. (1921-1971) was a civi l  
r ights leader  know n for  his f ight to ensure equal 
oppor tuni ty and integrated conditions for  blacks 

in US industr y and government posi tions, 
heading the wor ld?s largest social-civi l  r ights 

organization, the National Urban League. Young 
helped shi f t the focus of the organization?s focus 
on middle-class concerns to looking to the needs 
of the urban poor , credi ted for  playing a key role 
in per suading major  foundations to help the civi l  
r ights movement through f inancial contr ibutions 

to suppor t self-help 
campaigns for  education, 
housing, jobs, and family 
r estoration. He was also 

know n as a consultant on 
r acial issues to both 

presidents John F Kennedy 
and Lyndon B Johnson. For  
more visi t here and here:   

Leah Chase (1923-2019) was an 
Afr ican-Amer ican chef and civi l  

r ights activist who used her  
posi tion at Dooky Chase?s 

Restaurant in New  Or leans to 
fur ther  the civi l  r ights cause 

and spread uni ty through good 
meals, having hosted Mar tin 
Luther  King, Jr., Thurgood Marshall , and the 

Student Nonviolent Coordinating committee. As 
ear ly as the 1950s, her  r estaurant was one of the 

only safe havens in the segregated South for  
activists of al l  r aces to meet and discuss plans 
for  protests and boycotts. She was named the 

?Queen of Creole Cuisine? and became an icon 
by br inging Afr ican-Amer ican and Creole 

cooking into mainstr eam appreciation. More 
information here 

Bayard Rustin was a seminal f igure of the civi l  
r ights movement and was the chief organizer  of 
the histor ic March on Washington. He was born 

in West Chester  on March 17, 1912. He was 
raised as a Quaker  and his grandmother  was a 
member  of the NAACP. His whole upbr inging 
led to his commitment towards non-violence, 

which he shared w ith Mar tin Luther  King Jr. As 
an openly homosexual man he also fought in 

the gay r ights movement. 
He also helped organize 

the Journey of 
Reconci l iation in 1947, 

which was the f i r st of the 
Freedom Rides to test the 

r ul ing of the Supreme 
Cour t in Morgan v. 
CommonWealth of 

Virginia. To learn more, 
visi t here

https://www.biography.com/news/claudette-colvin-rosa-parks-bus-boycott
https://time.com/5786220/claudette-colvin-mary-louise-smith/
https://www.biography.com/political-figure/john-lewis
https://www.usfca.edu/faculty/clarence-jones
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Whitney-M-Young-Jr
https://www.biography.com/activist/whitney-young-jr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leah_Chase
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/african-americans-many-rivers-to-cross/history/100-amazing-facts/who-designed-the-march-on-washington/


Lit er at ur e Science
The   Fir e   Next    Time   by  James   Bal dwin
James Baldw in, born in 1924, grew  up in Har lem, New  
York City.  In 1948 Baldw in moved to Par is, where he 
came to ful ly accept his bisexuali ty and his her i tage as 
the grandson of a slave. Baldw in r eturned in the midst 
of the Civi l  Rights movement and tr avelled throughout 
the South, where he w itnessed hor r ible cruelty and 
racism that he addressed in many of his books. The Fire 
Next Time, published in 1963, is composed of two essays 
in which Baldw in examines race and rel igion and the 
roles they play in Amer ican histor y. One essay is cal led 
"My Dungeon Shook: Letter  to my Nephew  on the One 
Hundredth Anniver sar y of the Emancipation" and the 
other  is ti t led "Dow n at the Cross: Letter  from a Region 
of My Mind". In the f i r st essay, which Baldw in 
formatted as a letter  to his 14-year -old nephew , he 
compares his nephew  to the other  men in his fami ly 
and tel ls him of Amer ica?s cruelty towards Black men. 
Baldw in urges his nephew  to turn his anger  into a more 
passionate and expansive perspective on the 
exper iences of Black people in Amer ica. In the second 
essay Baldw in w r i tes about the impact of Chr istiani ty 

on Black people, including his ow n 
chi ldhood, as well  as his per spective 
on Black Muslims and their  
connections w ith Islam. The Fire 
Next Time was w idely acclaimed for  
i ts insightful commentar y and sti l l  
holds r elevance today, as much of 
Baldw in?s w r i ting does. To learn 
more about James Baldw in visi t 
here.

Per cy Lavon Ju l i an was a notable 
chemist, know n for  developing 
ways to mass produce steroids 
and other  compounds, born in 
1899. Despite that his 
grandparents had been enslaved, 
his parents were both educated, 
which was ver y r are for  the time. 
Living in Montgomer y, Alabama, 
he attended a segregated 
elementar y school, but did not 
have a high school option 
avai lable. With barely a tenth 
grade education, he entered DePauw  Univer si ty, 
completing col lege and high school courses concur rently. 
Jul ian graduated in 1920 at the top of his class w ith a 
Bachelor s in chemistr y. After  teaching chemistr y at Fisk 
Univer si ty for  a few  years, he r eceived a fel lowship to do 
his Master s at Har vard, the f i r st Afr ican Amer ican to 
complete a Master s in chemistr y there. However , they 
would not let him do his PhD there, due to his r ace. 
Therefore, Jul ian attended the Univer si ty of Vienna, in 
Austr ia, and received his PhD there. He taught at DePauw  
Univer si ty, doing groundbreaking r esearch in mass 
synthesis of steroids l ike cor tisone, and sex hormones 
l ike progesterone, which are impor tant in tr eating a 
number  of conditions. Despite his amazing work, 
DePauw  refused to take him as a ful l  professor , and 
therefore he left the wor ld of academia to work as a 
Research Dir ector  at Glidden Corporation, working on 
harnessing capabi l i t ies of soybeans, creating a f lame 
resistant f i r e extinguishing compound that saved many 
l ives dur ing Wor ld War  II . He established his ow n 
company, Jul ian Laborator ies, in 1953 and proved to be 
an excellent entr epreneur , making mi l l ions when he sold 
the company in 1961. As a Civi l  Rights leader , Jul ian 
spoke out against injustice, and for  complete r acial 
equali ty and justice. His labs were also instr umental in 
br inging more young Black scientists to the forefront of 
industr ial sciences. Even today, mi l l ions of people around 
the wor ld benefi t from his discover ies. See here or  here 
for  more information. 

Event s
Youth Act i on Cam paign is holding 2 nights (Feb 28, 5:30 PM and 
March 9, 6:00 PM) where pol i t i ci an guest  speaker s w i l l  be speaking 
about how , through their  r espective posi tions, they have been able 
to push for  social justice and other  activist issues. One of the 
speakers is Pam ela Pr i ce, a nationally r ecognized civi l  r ights 
attorney who is cur rently r unning for  Alameda County Distr ict 
Attorney; Alameda has one of the most signi f icant Black populations 
in the state. Pamela Pr ice has over  30 years of exper ience in 
handling cases involving gender  and racial discr imination. 
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Sources for photographs linked  here

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/james-baldwin
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