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2020 Recap

The Diversity Dispatch team would like to thank each and every one of our readers for your 
continued support of the newsletter. In addition, we would like to thank our advisor, Ms. Diane 

Bessette for her guidance and Ms. Lindsay Webb-Peploe for helping with the dissemination of each 
of our issues. Finally, we would like to thank the Campolindo High School Administration and the 

Acalanes Union High School District for their support in the publication of Diversity Dispatch.  

In this issue,  we will be featur ing contr ibutions fr om some of our  diver sity clubs on campus r egar ding 
impor tant events of 2020!

Although the Black Lives Matter  (BLM) 
movement has been f ighting issues 
r egarding r acism and advocating 
against civi l  injustice in our  countr y for  
many years pr ior  to 2020, the 
movement had some of the largest demonstrations of public 
protests in histor y across the U.S. in l ight of the murder  of George 
Floyd by several pol ice off icer s in Minnesota. Our  club has been 
dedicated to discussing social justice issues and civi l  r ights 
movement?s beginnings and present impor tance today, and in 
l ight of the media attention BLM has received and Campo?s ow n 
self-r eckoning w ith cur rent and past instances w ith r acism, we 

want to str ess the impor tance of inclusivi ty 
and being anti r acist as we move into 2021. 
We each need to be involved and vigi lant on 
our  campus? whether  i t?s in per son or  
onl ine next semester? as well  as in our  ow n 
l ives to be the change our  unfair  justice 
system and society overal l  greatly needs.

Fr om  t he  Soj our n  Cl ub: Fr om  Women's  Awar eness  on  Campus (WAC):
With the passing of Ruth Bader  Ginsburg, the wor ld lost an amazing 
person, extr aordinar y legal 
mind, and advocate for  women?s 
r ights in the Supreme Cour t. For  
us in the Women?s Awareness on 
Campus club, we were deeply 
saddened by Justice Ginsburg?s 
passing. She had constantly 
defended women?s r ights and 
fr eedoms throughout her  legal 
career  and her  stor y is an inspir ation to many of us. As par t of an 
ear ly generation of women going into law , she was one of nine 
women in her  class at Har vard. In the ear ly years after  her  
graduation, she faced gender  discr imination in f inding career  
oppor tuni ties, because many law  f i rms of the era were hesi tant to 
hir e women. Never theless, through her  hard work and br i l l iance, 
she was able to r ise to the top of the legal wor ld, and become a Judge 
on the Cour t of Appeals Cir cui t in Washington DC in 1980 before 
becoming a Supreme Cour t Justice in 1993. She was a staunch 
suppor ter  of abor tion r ights and was against discr imination of any 
kind based on gender. Her  opinions, both major i ty and dissenting, 

often r ef lected her  views on women?s 
r ights and civi l  r ights. Despite many people 
cal l ing her  fr agi le in her  later  years, i t was 
well  know n that she was extr emely active 
and worked w ith a personal tr ainer. She 
would always tel l  people that she would 
stay in the Supreme Cour t as long as she 
was able to do the job ?ful l  steam?. With 
her  passing, President Trump was able to 
nominate and appoint Amy Coney Bar rett 
only six days before the election, in an 
unprecedented turn of events. 

St udent   Per spect ives  on   2020
"2020 has been a year which I believe has proven our resilience both 
personally and as a society, as well as made us appreciate the past, 
despite how difficult we thought it to be;  I  think that everyone has 
had the chance to grow as a person, and to understand what it 
means to try and be optimistic in such difficult times."

"A god-awful waste of a year"

"An insane period of time in which we have lost so many but have 
managed to not fall apart as a society."

"A year with countless shifts and surprises that made staying 
balanced more important than ever. "



Fr om  t he  sExual it y  and   Gender   Al l iance   
(SAGA): 
As the 115th justice confi rmed to the 
Supreme Cour t, Amy Coney Bar rett has 
proven a highly controversial f igure. 
Her  addition to the cour t creates a 
conser vative major i ty l ikely to r emain 
in place for  decades. For  advocates of 
legalizing abor tion, LGBTQ+ r ights, and 
healthcare, she may create an 
immutable bar r ier  to progressive 
policies in the Supreme Cour t, or  even 
remove protections created by existing acts.  Bar rett has stated 
that her  Catholic fai th and personal pol i tical bel iefs w i l l  not 
inter fere w ith her  r ul ings, but she has not assuaged concerns 
over  al legations of homophobic bias w ith a ser ies of vague 
deflections. Her  close ties to a conser vative fai th group that 
opposes gay mar r iage, her  or iginal ist interpretation of the 
Consti tution, and seeming inabi l i ty to clear ly state her  posi tion on 
protection of vulnerable minor i ties don?t exactly inspir e 
confidence. She has condemned use of Ti tle IX to defend a 
tr ansgender  student, taken par t in an ad that lambasted Roe v. 
Wade as ?barbar ic?, and condemned Chief Justice John Rober ts? 
suppor t for  the Affordable Care Act (ACA), as detai led in the 
Human Rights Campaign?s repor t on Bar rett?s r ecord. LGBTQ+ 
individuals are dispropor tionately l ikely to lack healthcare, and 
provisions against discr imination in the ACA are vi tal ly 
impor tant for  many Amer icans. I t was only 5 years ago that state 

bans on gay mar r iage were str uck 
dow n, secur ing mar r iage equali ty for  
same-sex couples in the United States 
(Obergefel l  v. Hodges, 2015).  In l ight of 
these facts, is i t any wonder  that 
LGBTQ+ advocates are concerned that 
their  meager  legal protections are at 
r isk?

FROM  The  Diver sit y  Dispat ch  t eam:
I t?s hard to f ind words to descr ibe the election of 2020. Simply put, i t 

was between former  Vice President 
Joe Biden and President Donald 
Trump, but there were a lot of 
issues that made this election more 
complex. Many cal led i t the most 
impor tant election of our  l i fetime 
and str essed how  necessar y i t was 
for  us al l  to vote. The f i r st issue at 
play was the previous few  years 

under  President Trump, dur ing which the president has said many 
controversial things, and has not hesi tated to make his opinion know n 

regarding r ace and gender.

 In addition, to add to the confusion, the COVID-19 
pandemic began in March, and the example set by the 
White House showed our  leader  f louting protocols given 
by scientists and attempting to dow nplay the effects of 
the pandemic. However , the vir us also affected how  and 

where people could vote, because i t r educed the number  of pol l ing 
places and poll  workers, whi le greatly increasing the number  of mai l-in 
bal lots. More than seventeen mi l l ion people have contracted the vir us 
and more than three hundred thousand have died, and the state of 
lockdow n and lack of physical contact w ith others has taken a physical 
and mental tol l  on many. 

The thir d r eason why this year?s election was so impor tant is the issues 
sur rounding r ace and police brutal i ty. After  the murder  of George 
Floyd this summer , there was international outcr y r egarding police 
violence against people of color. There were protests al l  over  the 
countr y, from New  York City, to our  ow n Moraga, Cali fornia. Countless 
athletes and pop cultures f igures have stepped up in sol idar i ty w ith the 
Afr ican Amer ican community, and schools across the countr y have 
taken this as an oppor tuni ty to change their  cur r icula to be more 
inclusive and diver se.   

The four th interesting thing about this election was 
Biden?s running mate, Kamala Har r is. Har r is? enti r e 
career  has been a str ing of groundbreaking posi tions, 
being the f i r st female as Cali fornia?s attorney 
general, and the second woman of color  and f i r st 
South Asian woman elected to the Senate. Her  
nomination for  vice president by a major  par ty is 
histor ic, and when sworn into off ice, she w i l l  be the 
f i r st female vice president, the f i r st Afr ican Amer ican vice president 
and the f i r st Vice President of South Asian ancestr y. 

Issue number  f ive was the Supreme Cour t. Barely one month before 
the election, Justice Ruth Bader  Ginsburg passed away, and her  seat in 
the highest cour t was vacant. President Trump quickly nominated Amy 
Coney Bar rett to that posi tion and she was confi rmed merely six days 
before the election. Many were upset about the speedy confi rmation 
process, questioning i ts accuracy and the ethics of moving so quickly 
w ith the nomination. 

So how  did the election play out? Some are sti l l  not sure. Despite Biden 
and Har r is being declared President and Vice President elect on 
November  7, a ful l  four  days after  the election, President Trump has 
r epeatedly contested the r esults, and has leveled over  f i f ty cour t cases 
aiming to prove there was election fr aud. In addition, the Biden Har r is 
tr ansi tion team has faced many challenges getting the cor rect 
documents and permissions to begin the tr ansi tion process. The 
questioning of the election has val idated many and has angered many, 
because the off icial r esults say that Biden won both the electoral 
col lege and the popular  vote handi ly. Our  hope is that 2021 w i l l  br ing 
more cooperation between the president and president-elect and a 
smooth tr ansi tion of power.

 

Mor e  St udent   Per spect ives  on   2020
"2020 has been the most chaotic and hectic year of my life, but I 
know were all getting through this together."

"Don't bother me, it's drama time."

"I'm glad I got to be part of this amazing newsletter, which made  
2020 worth it despite how bad everything else was."

"I would say that this year was crazy and so many people went 
through really hard times but also learned a lot."

"This year was a chaotic yet slow year that challenged me in so 
many new ways. Things like COVID, BLM, and Distance Learning 
pushed me to grow and learn so much about the world around me."

"2020 kinda sucked but even with all of the hardships people have 
endured, there are still silver linings to the quarantine. Hope 2021 
will be better."

"I think this year has taught everyone that although a raging 
pandemic is very frightening, the prospect of a lack of widespread 
connection, compassion, and respect are even more frightening."
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