
Born Januar y 24, 1925 in Fair fax, 
Oklahoma, Mar ia Tallchief is 
w idely know n for  defying norms 
for  Native Amer ican women 
through her  passion for  bal let. As a 
chi ld, Tallchief had incredible 
talent at dance and music, and her  
enthusiasm for  both continued as 
she grew  up and explored var ious 
genres. After  graduating high 
school, Tal lchief, hoping to pur sue 
ballet ful l-time, moved to New  York 
City. Selected as an understudy in 
the famous Ballet Russe de Monte 
Car lo bal ler ina company, she 

displayed her  passion for  the dance when called upon to substi tute 
one of the lead baller inas in 1942. Later , in 1947, w ith the 
admiration of the audience as well  as cr i tics, she was named the 
f i r st pr ima baller ina of the New  York City Ballet, and would 
continue to maintain this posi tion for  the next 13 years. In 1962, 
having become ver y popular  in the US, she was asked to per form 
for  President John F Kennedy and Dw ight D Eisenhower  to help 
r aise funds for  the two men?s National Cultural Center. Here is a 
l ink to her  per formance. In 1996, she became one of only 5 ar tists 
to r eceive the Kennedy Center  Honors for  her  ar tistic contr ibution 
to the nation -- and was also admitted into the national Women?s 
Hall  of Fame. She received the National Medal of Ar ts in 1999. 

However , as her  career  progressed, Tallchief became much more 

exposed to the harsh prejudice towards her  Native Amer ican 
ancestr y. For  instance, she was consistently urged to change her  
last name to prevent bal let companies from discr iminating against 
her. Yet, she refused to give in to expectations that other s in society 
had for  her , proudly per forming as Mar ia Tallchief; as she was 
inspir ed by her  mother  who had always show n pr ide for  their  
Osage her i tage.

 Upon reti r ing from dancing herself , Tal lchief became an ar tistic 
dir ector  for  the Lyr ics Opera Ballet. Later , col laborating w ith her  
sister , she opened Chicago ci ty bal let, a bal let school and dance 
company, and ser ved as ar tistic dir ector  there. Fur thermore, 
having had such great spotl ight in the Amer ican public, she 
continued to speak out against 
injustices and prejudices, giving a 
much greater  voice to fel low  
Native Amer ican women. For  
more information, visi t here or  
here.  Additionally, on November  
14th, 2020, Tallchief was 
recognized in a Google Doodle. 
Here is the l ink  to the shor t 
featured video.
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Feat ur ed  Figur e:  Mar ia  Tal l Chief

Visual  Ar t
Noah Bi l l i e (1948-2000), a Seminole Native, created a large 
body of work r epresenting Seminole culture in Flor ida. His 
lush, r ichly colored acr yl ic 
pieces depict the Flor ida 
w i lderness, emphasizing i ts 
grand size w ith small human 
f igures. Through his adult l i fe, 
Bi l l ie str uggled w ith chronic 
i l lness and tr auma resulting 
from his ser vice in the Vietnam 
War. His paintings feature the 
r i f le-bear ing Native Amer ican soldier s that were deployed 
to war  as symbols of violence and a r eclamation of cultural 
spir i t. Noah Bi l l ie?s paintings are done in a distinct style, 
w i th bold color  blocking, dynamic composition, and smooth, 
del icate brushstrokes. 

Non- Pr of it   Or ganizat ion
The Mar in  Am er i can Indian Al l i ance is a Bay 
Area-based group that educates and provides a 
suppor t system for  the Native Amer ican community. 
They r ealize the impor tance of connecting w ith 
her i tage and getting in touch 
w ith the past. They host 
events including festive and 
spir i tual gather ings, as well  
as providing the latest news 
and announcements r elating 
to indigenous people.

Visi t their  websi te here

https://www.kennedy-center.org/video/center/other/2020/maria-tallchief/
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/maria-tallchief
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Maria-Tallchief
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWXvClaRtsI&feature=emb_title
https://marinamericanindianalliance.org/


Impor tant    event s  and   Hol idays Cl ub   and   Local    Event s
We are Cam po?s Sex ual i t y and Gender  Al l i ance!  (Or  SAGA 
for  shor t) We?re here to educate and create a safe space for  
Queer  kids on Campus. Join us Fr idays at Academy! 

Cul t ivate Think ing teaches classes about di f ferent equity 
topics hoping to encourage kids in our  community to be 
aware and equity them w ith the tools they need to take on 
the injustices in the wor ld. 

LITERATURE

 "Cul t ur e  And   The   Univer se"  (l ink)

"t he  Naming" (l ink)

Music

FIl m

Impr int  (2007)
MPAA Rating: PG-13          Our  Rating: ? ? ? ? ?

Impr int is a 2007 independent drama/thr i l ler  f i lm. The 
main character  of this f i lm, Shayla Stonefeather , is a 
Native Amer ican attorney prosecuting a Lakota 
teenager  in a controversial murder  tr ial. The Native 
Amer ican community has openly opposed the 
prosecution, so throughout the f i lm, Stonefeather?s 

body language and facial expressions demonstrate her  discomfor t 
for  prosecuting one of her  ow n people. This movie mainly includes 
ideological drama, but there are a few  supernatural thr i l ler  scenes 
embedded in the f i lm. This f i lm is r ecommended for  anyone 
looking to learn more about modern Native Amer ican culture.

 The Alaskan Native people have a r ich culture w ith tr adi tional 
music that is distinct in i ts sound and meaning. Typical ly, 
Native Alaskan music/dance ref lects the social uni ty among the 
Native peoples of Alaska, especial ly dur ing the times of 
European colonial ism, when they were for ced to adapt and 
come together.

 Native Alaskan music involves singing/chanting, 
dancing, and drumming, and i t?s most common for  al l  three 
components to be present. They act as one enti ty. The layer ing 
of the r hythms, voice and movements make for  a beauti ful ar t 
form.

 In terms of the themes, Alaskan Native Music covers a 
w ide var iety of topics, whether  that be a ceremonial worship or  
hunting.

Since the 1960s, there has been a  r esurgence in the 
practicing and per forming of Native Alaskan music, especial ly 
w ith the Native Solidar i ty Movement, in which Native peoples 
stand in sol idar i ty w ith their  fel low  black Amer icans against 
mistr eatment and systemic r acism and injustices. 

In shor t, Native Alaskan music is a stunning form of 
expression that r ef lects impor tant par ts of Native Alaskan 
culture. Check out the video l inked here  for  more insight!

Sim on J. Or t i z is an Acoma Pueblo Indian and grew  up in 
Albuquerque, New  Mexico. His f i r st 
language was the Acoma tongue in which 
tr ibe elder s told stor ies that he was 
greatly immersed in as a young boy. His 
her i tage greatly inspir ed his w r i ting, and 
he has w r i tten many poetr y col lections as 
well  as a famous autobiography cal led 
Woven Stone. Or tiz was a prominent 
f igure in the r enaissance of Native 
Amer ican l i terature in the 1960s and 
1970s for  his works, and today he teaches 

at Ar izona State Univer si ty where he also established the 
Indigenous Speakers Ser ies. Or tiz explores human culture and 
humanity?s connection w ith nature and also expresses his 
anger  and hear tbreak at the destr uction of these relationships, 
both in his tr ibe as well  as in al l  of humanity, in his poems. 
Learn more here.

Kar enne Wood , a member  of the Monacan Indian Nation, was 
a celebrated advocate for  the 
Virginia tr ibes both in her  w r i ting 
and her  general involvement in 
the tr ibes? organizations. She grew  
up in the suburbs of Washington 
D.C. and became a poet and 
l inguistic anthropologist as an 
adult. She w rote a couple of 
poetr y col lections and a lot of her  
poetr y appeared in anthologies. 
She was named one of Virginia?s 
Women in Histor y in 2015 for  her  effor ts to advocate for  the 
culture and perspective of Virginia tr ibes, both in her  poems 
and in her  leadership, l ike dir ecting the Virginia Indian 
Programs at the Virginia Center  for  the Humanities. Wood, 
sadly, passed away in 2019 in Virginia. Visi t here to learn 
more.

Deepavali - November  14th, 2020

Deepavali , or  Diwali  for  shor t, is a 
predominantly Hindu festival of l ights 
that celebrates the victor y of  good 
over  evi l  and know ledge over  
ignorance. Because i t fol lows the 
lunisolar  calendar , the exact date var ies year  by year.

November  11, 2020

The National Native Amer ican 
Veterans Memor ial opened on 
Veterans Day 2020, in the 
National Mall , Washington DC.

 

Acalanes Diver sity Boar d is featuring 
Lor i Hayes as the keynote speaker for 
CARE week on November 18th at 7pm. 

To attend, please register here

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/53440/culture-and-the-universe
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/147346/the-naming-5b3fc98c2dc35
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TWjphUjVBM
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/simon-j-ortiz
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/karenne-wood
https://auhsdschools.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqc-muqDMqGtWahk1oeS1OsSiF23R6KmiD


Because I got my looks mostly from my dad, many would not 
assume that my family is from the Agdaagux Tr ibe of King Cove 
Alaska. However , my Alaskan her i tage is something that I  r eal ly 
f ind interesting and enjoy, as there is so much culture and 
di f fer ing ways of l i fe there that we, even me, r arely ever  
exper ience. One thing that I  always look for ward to is the 
packages of dr ied f ish my family sends dow n each year. My 
her i tage is something that I  am tr uly proud of and ver y grateful 
for.

Tying into that, one of the things that I  feel ver y passionately 
about is the fact that the Aleutian tr ibes were also taken to 
internment camps dur ing Wor ld War  II  even though they were 
Amer icans. They thought they were being taken to safety, but 
ended up in internment camps. I t is estimated that 1 in 10 
Aleuts died, due to poor  conditions in the camps. However  this 

stor y is never  told in the textbooks, which is embar rassing and 
hur tful. Though the government did give a small amount of 
r eparations, i t is not enough, in my opinion, as i t is l ike 
sweeping the whole issue under  the r ug. This stor y is an integral 
par t of our  Amer ican histor y that ever yone should know  about. 
We al l  know  about the mistr eatment of var ious other  groups, 
yet few  people know  about the Aleutian stor y. I t is time for  us to 
br ing this cr ime out into the open and star t f ixing this injustice.

 I f  you want to r ead more about the Agdaagux Tr ibe, or  the 
Aleutian peoples in general, cl ick here. Also, I  encourage you to 
watch the documentar y ?Aleut Stor y? that discusses the 
internment camps. However , the most impor tant thing is to not 
forget that this injustice occur red. Do not let the Aleutian tr ibes' 
suffer ing go unheard.

Ar nold Ander son (1907-1990) was a Six Nations Tuscarora tr ibal member  as 
well  as one of the chemical engineers who worked on the Manhattan project 
to develop the f i r st atomic bomb dur ing WWII. After  his work for  the US 
government, he founded and led the Amer ican Indian Science and 
Engineer ing Society along w ith six other  Amer ican Indian scientists in 1977. 
Since i ts inception, the society has char tered 177 col lege and univer si ty chapter s and 13 professional chapter s, and gives out four  
mer i t-based col lege scholar ships.

COMMENTARY

Pr esident : Namratha Kasalanati

"Do Not Let Suffer ing Go Unhear d"
 by  Madison Sutherland, Campolindo Junior

The Team : Abby Raphael, Adr iana Colon, Ainsley Murphy, Angeni Lieben, Annie Li , Ashley 
Tsao, Claudia Cruse, Daniel le Whisnant, Emily Floyd, Emma Di l lard, Er in Koziel, Ethan Cho, 

Isabelle Lur ie, Jackie Ar tiaga, Jul ianna Meneses, Katie Pfielger , Larkin Stephanos, Lydia Osborn, 
Lucas Gasquy, Madison Suther land, Maia Drasin, Sadie Habas,  Samantha Herzig,  Shei la Teker , 

Skylar  Wolff , and Vivian Zerkle

Teacher  Advisor : Ms. Diane Bessette

SCIENCE

DIVERSITY  DISPATCH  TEAM

If you would be interested in joining the Diversity Dispatch team, all are welcome! Fill out our "join the team" 
form on our website, under the "Get to Know Our Team!" page: https://campodiversitydispatch.wordpress.com/ 

Tr ans gender    Day   of    Remembr ance  is   November   20,  2020

Please take some time to honor  those who have lost their  l ives due to anti -tr ansgender  violence.

Coming  UP...

Tr iv ia:
Which Native Amer ican language was used to create an unbreakable code 

dur ing Wor ld War  II? 

Read more here.

Navajo

https://www.alaskan-natives.com/520/agdaagux-tribe-king-cove/
https://www.cia.gov/news-information/featured-story-archive/2008-featured-story-archive/navajo-code-talkers/#:~:text=During%20World%20War%20II%2C%20the%20Marine%20Corps%20used,used%20in%20the%20transmission%20of%20secret%20tactical%20messages.
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