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?We can?t let people dr ive wedges 
between us...because there is only one 
human race? - Dolores Huer ta.  

Born Apr i l  10, 1930, in Dawson, New  
Mexico, Dolores Car la Fernandez 
(know n as Dolores Huer ta) grew  up in 
a diver se community in Stockton, 
Cali fornia. Her  mother , w i th an 
entrepreneur ial spir i t and kind hear t 
towards others, was the main inf luence 
in Huer ta?s l i fe grow ing up. After  
studying at Univer si ty of Paci f ic?s Delta 

College, becoming a teacher , and seeing the impover ished states 
of her  students, she tr uly began f ighting against economic 
injustice. 

Working in the Stockton Community Ser vice Organization (CSO), 
Huer ta established voter  r egistr ation dr ives, advocated for  
better  conditions in communities, created the Agr icultural 
Workers Association, and met César  E. Chávez. As the pair  
r eal ized their  goal was to organize farmers -- which was not a 
CSO ideal -- they both left the organization and founded the 
National Farm Workers Association. She helped organize 

boycotts, establish Aid for  Dependent Famil ies (AFDF) and 
disabi l i ty insurance for  Cali fornian farmers in 1963; helped in 
the passing of the Agr icultural Relations Act of 1975, al low ing 
farmers to protest for  better  wages and work environments; and 
confronted the issue of sexism w ithin the farm workers? 
movement by encouraging al l  members of fami l ies to 
par ticipate. She is also well-know n for  working w ith many 
poli tical leaders -- helping candidates get elected -- including 
var ious presidents and Congresspeople. Ultimately, not only did 
she br ing about changes to improve the l ives of laborer s, she did 
so as a female -- making her  actions al l  the more signi f icant for  

her   time. In fact, for  her  activism, she had received var ious 
awards, perhaps most signi f icantly  The Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, the most prestigious civi l ian award in the countr y. 

Today, at age 90, Huer ta is sti l l  advocating for  the 
pover ty-str icken, women, and chi ldren. She tr avels across the 
United States to par ticipate in projects suppor ting civi l  r ights 
and equali ty, encouraging hopeless, penni less individuals that 
they have the power  and responsibi l i ty to improve their  ow n 
l ives. To learn more about Dolores Huer ta, visi t her  per sonal 
websi te here or  this si te.

Hispanic Her itage 
Awar eness

Feat ur ed  Figur e:   Dol or es  Huer ta

MUSIC
Pablo Casals was a Spanish cel l ist, composer , and 
conductor  of Catalan descent who is r egarded as one of the 
greatest cel l ists in histor y. Born in 1876, Casals could play 
the viol in, f lute, and piano by age four ; at age eleven, he 
saw  a cel l ist per form for  the f i r st time and knew  that he 
would dedicate his l i fe to that instr ument. 

 Casals left Spain in 1936 after  civi l  war  broke out, and 
swore that he would not r eturn unti l  the new  facist 
dictator , Francisco Franco, was no longer  in power. But 
Franco was sti l l  in power  in 1973, when Casals died, and 
the legendar y cel l ist never  r eturned to his countr y.

 Casals began ever y concer t he played after  his exi le w ith 
?El cant dels ocells,? or  ?The Song of the Bir ds,? a 
tr adi tional Catalan lul laby, to honor  the people and the 
countr y he had left behind. He popular ized this hauntingly 
beauti ful piece by ar ranging i t for  the cel lo, and i t is now  
considered to be a symbol of Catalonia. 

 Listen to ?The Song of the Bir ds? and par t of his famous ?I 

am a Catalan? speech here.

Ana Mendieta (1948-1985) is know n for  her  
per formance ar t, 
sculpture, and ear thworks 
center ing around her  
exper ience as a Cuban 
woman and the themes of 
belonging, colonization, 

violence, and identi ty.  
Mendieta?s Si lueta ser ies 
uses f i r e, blood, soi l , and 
plants to car ve her  
si lhouette into landscapes 

captured on f i lm. Mendieta descr ibes the power ful 
fusion of body and nature seen in many of her  
works as a r esponse to her  displacement from her  
bir thplace of Cuba: ?My ar t is the way I r e-establish 
the bonds that uni te me to the univer se. I t is a 
r eturn to the maternal source.?  

VISUAL ART

https://doloreshuerta.org/dolores-huerta/
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/dolores-huerta
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/dolores-huerta
https://youtu.be/_T8DjwLt_c4


Lit er at ur e Fil m

In   The  Height s

 In the Heights is a beauti ful ly done musical done by Lin 
Manuel Miranda, before he w rote Hamilton. The stor y is 
set over  the course of three days, involving character s in 
the largely Latino neighborhood of Washington Heights in 
New  York City. I t is the f i r st hi t musical to depict Amer ica?s 
Latinx l i festyle in a r eal istic way. The music grabs 
inspir ation from the dancing r hythms of salsa and Latin 
pop, an infectious combination guaranteeing the occasional 
foot tap. The music erupts, giving off  joy and copious 

amounts of energy. 

The musical consists of a 
ser ies of vignettes that 
combine together , 
forming a polished view  
of urban l i fe. The set is 
designed to draw  
attention to the urban 
decay that threatens 
neighborhoods in New  
York. Essential ly, the 
musical is about chasing 
your  dreams and f inding 
where you belong 
through tr ial and er ror. A 
movie adaptation of the 
musical is expected to 
come out in 2021.

Rating: ? ? ? ? ?   MPAA Rating: PG-13
Ar ist ot l e   And  Dant e  discover   The   

Secr et s  of    t he   Univer se  

"Accent s"

"Absit "

Hist or ical   event s
 
Septem ber  25, 1789: 

The Fir st United States Congress brought 12 
amendments for th, ten of which became the Bi l l  
of Rights.

October  2, 1967: 

Thurgood Marshall , the f i r st Afr ican Amer ican 
Supreme Cour t Justice, was sworn in. Pr ior  to 
this, he was legal counsel for  the NAACP, arguing 
many cases including the famous Brow n v. Board 
of Education. 

Hol idays

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe, w r i tten by 
Latin-Amer ican Author  Benjamin Ali r e 
Sáenz. Sáenz is a Mexican-Amer ican YA and 
chi ldren's author  who puts some of his ow n 
exper ience of being Latino into his works. 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of 
the Universe is a power ful coming of age 
stor y featur ing Latinx character s. I t fol lows 
Ar i  and Dante for  two years as they grow  
together  and star t to understand the wor ld 
around them and themselves. I t is a great 
book, and you can f ind i t and put i t on hold 
at the Campo Librar y!

Denice Frohman is a queer , Latinx poet w ith 
Puer to Rican and Jew ish parents. Her  bold per formance of her  
poem ?Accents? melds w ith the gorgeous animation to create a 
sense of empowerment and love for  her  mother?s accent and al l  
that i t r epresents.  She has garnered over  10 mi l l ion views online 
and per formed her  poetr y on countless stages for  15 years, 
including the White House and the Lincoln center  in NYC. Her  
hope is to inspir e LGBTQ+ people of color  w ith both her  
inter sectional poetr y and her  involvement in numerous 
organizations and movements. Visi t here to learn more and here  
to hear  the poem. 

 ?Absit? by Angélica Gorodischer  is a beauti ful ly crafted yet 
disturbing tale about a chi ld who nar row ly escapes abuse by 
pushing her  abuser  into a well . I t explores the concepts of karma 
and inherent evi l , focusing on whether  kids can be as evi l  as adults. 
I t is a br ief tale ful l  of haunting imager y, disturbing r ealism, and 
dialogue that draws the r eader  in through Gorodischer?s sparse, 
simple style.  Angélica Gorodischer  is an Argentinian author  know n 
for  her  shor t stor ies encompassing sci-f i , fantasy, and cr ime w ith a 
dark and feminist per spective.

Ar e  you  cr av ing  hol ding  and  
devour ing  a  pr int   book?  

Cam po's 15,000 l i br ar y books ar e r eady for  you to check  out !   
Per haps you just  want  a few  to star t  w i th . Put  the books on HOLD 
via the l i br ar y websi te and you ' l l  get  an em ai l  when the books ar e 

r eady to be pi cked up. Vi si t  CHScougar l i br ar y.or g. 

September  22: Autumnal Equinox

September  27: Yom Kippur  Begins. Yom Kippur is the most 
important Jewish holiday. It's a day where we focus on 
introspection and reflecting on the past year. Yom Kippur is 
when we can ask forgiveness for anything from anyone, 
which lets us start the Jewish new year with a clean slate.

October  2-9: Sukkot is an eight day holiday that is iconic for 
its Sukkahs, or temporary harvest/fall-themed booths that 
Jews spend time in. In contrast with the seriousness of Yom 
Kippur, Sukkot is a festive holiday where we commemorate 
our ancestors' pilgrimage to Israel, as well as their last 
harvest on their farms.

Wr itten by Leon Mikulinsky, Jew ish Club President

https://www.denicefrohman.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84ZcT1jDCjk&feature=youtu.be


Cl ub   Event s  Non- Pr of it   Or ganizat ion

Independence   days   dur ing    Hispanic   Her itage   Mont h

Abby Raphael, Adr iana Colon, Ainsley Murphy, Angeni Lieben, Annie Li , Ashley Tsao, Claudia 
Cruse, Daniel le Whisnant, Emily Floyd, Emma Di l lard, Er in Koziel, Ethan Cho, Isabelle Lur ie, 
Jackie Ar tiaga, Jul ianna Meneses, Larkin Stephanos, Lydia Osborn, Madison Suther land, Maia 

Drasin, Sadie Habas,  Samantha Herzig,  Shei la Teker , Skylar  Wolff , and Vivian Zerkle

Special Thanks to Leon Mikulinsky for  "Holidays" and Mar issa Casti l lo for  "Independence Days"

OPINION

Pr esident : Namratha Kasalanati

Septem ber  15: Costa Rica, El Salvador , Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua (Latin Amer ican Independence Day)

Septem ber  16: Mexican Independence Day

Septem ber  18: Chile Independence Day

October  12: Fiesta Nacional de España (National Spain Day)

ODAT (One Day at a Time) is a 
Latinx-led organization based in 
Contra Costa County. They focus on 
helping youth and young adults 
from al l  di f ferent backgrounds. The 
main purpose for  this program is to 
help prevent teens and young 
adults from joining gangs, which 
r educes violence on the str eets. 
When ODAT was star ted, they 
aimed to be a stand alone 

non-prof i t, but later  got the oppor tuni ty to work w ith John 
Muir  in the Beyond Violence program for  youth and young 
adults. ODAT has benefi ted many students and helped them 
to feel l ike they have made a posi tive impact on others l ives 
as well  as their  ow n.

You can f ind out more about ODAT on their  websi te 
https://w w w.odatec.org/ and fol low  them on instagram 
@onedayatatime_ec.

Diver sit y  Dispat ch  Team:

My exper ience w ith 
Afr ican-Latino culture is learning 
about and appreciating how  
deeply ingrained the Amer ican 
dream and founding 
pr inciples/values are in this 
culture. I  suppose I can only 
speak f i r st hand to Mexican- 
Amer ican culture, but this has 
been an exper ience of mine that 
w i l l  always stand out to me. 

-Justin Rodr iguez

My name is Mar issa Casti l lo and I 
am 75% Mexican and 25% El 
Salvador ian and Spaniard. My 
family cooks a lot of Puer to Rican, 
Mexican, and El Salvador ian 
food. Some tr adi tions that we 
celebrate are singing Las 
Mananitas (a bir thday song) at 
bir thdays, we have big fami ly 
gather ings for  hol idays, we get 
together  once a year  to make 
tamales, and ever y chi ld is 
baptized and has godparents. 

My name is Amia Boni l la 
and my family is from 
Honduras and one of my 
family's tr adi tions is staying 
up on Chr istmas eve to open 
al l  of our  presents together.

My family is from Mexico and the Basque 
region of Spain. Grow ing up, my family would 
fr equently look in my grandmother 's cookbook 
that had family r ecipes for  basics l ike tor ti l las 
and chi le colorado. Family r eunions were 
impor tant to me grow ing up. My dad's side of 
the family is based in Stockton now  so we 
wouldn?t get to see them as often. When we 
would go to the r eunions, i t?s always packed. 
Being sur rounded by people you don?t know  
but having them hug and kiss you, cal l ing you 
mi ja, is what I  bel ieve to be the epi tome of 
grow ing up Hispanic.  

-Jackie Ar tiaga

My name is Lucas Gasquy and I 
am half  Mexican. I  can speak i t 
[Spanish] well  enough to 
understand but I  often forget 
words when I speak i t as r eal ly 
the only per son I speak i t w i th is 
my grandma. I have gone to 
Mexico two times and met a lot 
of my relatives. One tr adi tion I 
think is cool is baking Pan de 
Muer to. I t is made for  Dia de Los 
Muer tos or  Day of the Dead. The 
bread i tself  is sweet and has 
orange zest and ci tr us f lavor ing.

Join  Lat i nos Unidos to learn even more about Hispanic and Latin 
Amer ican culture! Follow  @latinosunidos on instagram to see dai ly 
posts on Hispanic histor y, culture, and impor tant f igures!

Poet r y and Cr eat ive Wr i t i ng Club: Fir st Meeting is on Monday, 
September  21st at 11:00 AM. 

Join  Developing Young Minds!  Our  club str ives to educate 
elementar y students from Lamor inda, charge a small fee, and give 
the earnings to char i ties around the nation suppor ting the cause of 
systemic injustices among minor i ty communities. We have practices 
once a week on Saturdays from 5:30-6:30pm and teach the chi ldren 
based on members' ow n fr eetimes and schedules. We teach students 
a var iety of hobbies and subjects, r anging from academic ones al l  the 
way to chess, spor ts, and beyond. I f  you would l ike to get involved, 
please emai l the President, Adi tya Kapur  
(adi tya.kapur24@auhsdschools.org) or  the Vice President, Vahram 
Tchakmakjian (vahram.tchakmakjian24@auhsdschools.org). 

WAC has i ts f i r st meeting on Monday, September  21st at 2pm

Submit   opinions @
campodiver si tydispatch@gmail.com

campodiver si tydispatch.wordpress.com

https://www.odatec.org/
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